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COKMiOIOERS  OF  ROTOa>BOSn  CRaFT 

T,  Raaperln 

On  the  11th  of  September  the  crew  of  the  helicopter  MI-6,  compoeed 
of  the  commAnder  of  the  craft  V.  KoloeherOco,  eecond  pilot  0.  Karapetyan, 
n.tTlgator  S.  Klepllcov,  flying  engineer  V.  Shcherbinln,  and  flying  radio  oper¬ 
ator  S.  IvanoT,  flew  with  a  load  of  5, 1^*5  Rllognri  over  a  1 ,000-lclloBeter 
doled  course  with  an  average  speed  of  Rilonetere  per  hour.  Thereby 
they  established  four  world  records.  They  beat  the  speed  record  of  the 
American  aviators  attained  in  a  flight  of  a  helicopter  without  a  load  at  a 
speed  of  282. llB  ltllomet<*ra  per  hour,  and  also  for  the  first  time  there  were 
set  records  of  flight  of  a  hellconter  for  l.OOf  kilometers  with  a  load  of 
one,  two,  and  five  tons. 

On  the  13th  of  Sopteaber  the  crew  of  the  helicopter  MI-6,  composed  of 
commander  of  the  craft  R.  Kapelyan,  second  pilot  N.  Leshln,  and  flying  en¬ 
gineer  S.  Bugayenko,  rose  In  their  machine  to  an  altitude  of  2,700  with  a 
load  of  20,117  kilograms,  thus  establishing  three  world  records:  the  lift¬ 
ing  of  a  maximum  load  of  20,117  kilograms  to  an  altitude  of  2,000  meters  and 
the  lifting  of  loads  of  1>  and  20  to  an  fltltude  of  2.7  kilometers. 

On  the  15th  of  September  the  crow  of  the  helicspter  MI-6,  coDiposed  of 
the  commeder  of  the  craft  B.  Galitskiy,  second  pilot  F.  Kosyrev,  navigator 
M.  Kharitonov,  flying  engineer  K.  Matlnov,  leaning  engineer  Tu.  Koksheyev, 
and  flying  radio  operator  S.  Rybalko,  set  four  more  world  records  fsr  spaed, 
of  flight  over  a  50*^-  t^nd  a  1,000-kilometer  closed  course  without  a  load, 
and  aleo  in  flights  of  1,000  kilometers  with  a  load  of  one  andtwo  tons  On 
the  1,000-kilometer  distance  their  machine  with  a  lo.id  of  more  than  -tvio 
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ton*  ■fclntfcln®4  an  averace  spaed  of  300.377  klloBeters  par  hour,  durlns 
which  on  the  second  500-klloBeter  round  the  speed  reached  317.657  klloaeters 
per  hour. 

•  •  » 

"Here  is  a  rocket  fron  the  earth.  That  is  to  sap  STerpthlne  Is  in 
order.  Wiey  tee  us,"  ▼asilly  nodded  to  the  copilot.  "Tire."  'Hjs  latter 
fired;  the  answering  rocket  case  down.  "Beyond  Kaluga,"  the  radio  opers^ 
tor  transnitted,  "STery thing  la  order;  OTsr. * 

Plying  wat  difficult.  A  head  wind  was  hindering.  And  the  sun.  It 
had  already  succeeded  In  heating  up  the  earth  soaked  with  rain,  and  the 
hot  currents  rising  frost  the  earth  now  and  then  Jostled  the  aachlne.  The 
helicopter  Jabbered,  "Hy.  but  this  Is  the  wong  time.'*  The  point  was  that 
the  MX-6  was  staking  a  record  for  a  distance  of  1,000  klloneters.  Bach 
little  deviation  fron  the  ccurse  Increases  the  distance  and  lowers  the  aver¬ 
age  speed  of  the  flight.  Row  the  task  of  the  constander  of  the  craft  Vasiliy 
Koloshenko  was  to  keep  the  stachlne  going  straight,  to  get  out  of  the  engines 
everything  that  they  could  give. 

He  went  up  In  the  air  on  the  KI-1  for  the  first  tine  alnost  ten  years 
prevlo'iely.  These  were  the  years  when  there  appeared  In  our  country  the 
first  Soviet  helicopters  designed  by  Mikhail  Leont'yevlch  MU'.  ”he  snail 
spiral-winged  dragon  flies  -'ent  throu^  complicated  tests.  Koloshenko 
worked  in  the  extreme  lorth.  Pros  the  dock  of  the  Ice-breaker  Temak  he 
took  off  on  the  MI-1  ov  r  the  boundless  expanses  <f  the  Arctic.  Thousands 
of  kilometers  were  flown  over  the  Ice  of  the  cold  Kara  Sea.  Meanwhile 
flying  over  It  in  a  iKw  nachlne  which  still  concealed  In  Itself  many  riddles 
could  well  have  becons  the  last  flight.  In  the  North  at  the  south  of  the 

Ob  and  the  Lena,  of  the  Indigirka  and  the  Yenisei,  In  the  tundra  of  the  Talsilr 
and  the  mounds  of  Chukotka,  Koloshenko  had  to  make  many  forced  landings. 
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B*  wfce  not  Afraid  of  thoa.  Bo  know  that  bo  wao  fl/lnc  on  an  axperlacatal 
■achlno,  far  away  fron  pooT^o,  at  tlaos  on  tbln  Ico,  but  Inoplrlne  lii'o  In¬ 
to  hit  aachlne  ho  always  roturned  to  bio  bate.  Afterwards  be  cbts  long  and 
dstallsd  accounts  of  tbsss  instances  to  the  chief  designer.  And  the  oboer- 
ration  of  the  flyer,  bis  reasoning,  and  his  sscperiencs  helped  in  tbs  cre^ 
tion  of  new  nore  ioprored  spiral>winged  (1.  e. ,  propeller-lifted)  nachines. 


After  record  flights  (left  to  right):  V.  lorosbenko.  R.  Karpenyan.  B.  Oalltdcly 

Bow  nany  hours  did  Koloshenko  spend  altogether  in  the  airf  Should  one 
now  tell  about  rootless  work  on  the  ice  of  the  floating  station  "Hortb 
Pole  5"T  Or  about  how  often  there  it  was  necessary  to  chase  polar  bears 
away  froo  the  MI-4  with  rockets?  Or  to  protect  the  helicopter  froo  the  storaT 
Mo,  it  is  better  to  talk  about  the  Antarctic— about  be  flew  fron  the  decks  of 
the  Bieselelectric  ships  Lena  and  Ob. 

Here  on  the  sixth  continent  where  all  around  the  sky  and  the  earth  are 
whito*and  flocks  of  pen^tins  at  a  distance  renlnd  one  of  crowds  of  people, 
Koloshenko  set  down  his  helicopter  on  the  highest  inaccessible  crags.  Xxcited 
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h*  turnad  to  hi*  craw,  "Boya.  admire  it.'  Such  hcauty  you  will  Barar  aaa 
acalB.  *  After  the  South  Pole  Koloahanko  dafinltaly  cave  hla  heart  to  hal- 
Icoptara.  *Tou  aaa  eweB  oa  the  aoat  perfected  Hlrplaoe.  he,  Taallly,  a 
former  teat  pilot,  could  uot  be  maater  of  theaa  paaka  covered  with  eternal 

BBOW. * 

The  Ml'-6  waa  flnlahln^  Ita  racord  flight.  And  the  chief  deaigner  and 
the  chief  pilot  of  the  helicopter  teatera  ICaprelyan,  and  everybody  who  waa 
atandlng  around  were  calm;  they  believed  all  would  be  well. 

The  whaela  of  <he  MI>-6  touched  the  earth.  There  are  four  world  recorda. 

And  a  day  later  a> friend  of  Koloabenko,  hit  teacher,  Herltorloua  Teat- 
Pilot  of  the  USSR  Rafail  Ivanovich  ICaprelyan,  took  the  MI-6  to  an  altitude 
of  2,000  aetera  with  and  load  of  more  than  20  tona.  Haver  before  In  the 
world  had  any  one  lifted  auch  a  load  on  a  helicopter.  But  there  la  not 
a  paraon  now  at  the  airfield  who  would  not  have  believed  In  hla  auccaaa. 

Here  everybody  know*  the  chief  pilot  well.  Ihey  know  that  there  la  no  rlak 
at  the  root  of  the  undert'Oclng.  but  Inttead  aklll  of  the  pilot  nnd  aplendld 
qualltlea  of  the  machine. 

Kaprely^n  for  aome  yeara  already  baa  been  directing  the  teat  pllota,  and 
he  know  T>erfectly  well  what  he  reoulrea  of  then.  It  whs  he,  KaprelyMi,  who 
at  the  t.lne  of  war  more  than  once  aatonlabed  the  enemy  and  hla  friends  by 
hla  courage.  Here  on  the  ground  they  know  well  why  after  forty  years  their 

chief  pilot  waa  awarded  the  order  of  Lenin. 

On  that  day  he  tested  out  a  new  heavy  airplane.  The  crew  executed  the 
task  and  returned  to  the  base.  "Lower  the  landing  gear,"  ordered  Faprelyan, 
and  a  aluute  later  cane  tn#  report  of  the  flying  engineer,  "Right  wheel  of 
landing  gear  stuck." 

The  machine  being  tested  weight  50  tona.  La' ting  It  down  on  the  fu- 


?rD-TT-6;i-l  674/1 


4 


would  at  111  g«t  tha  airplaae  out  of  order.  Tie  order  ceae  froa  the 
ground,  "Zreryhody  leave  the  uirplenel”  Kaprelyan  remaining  la  the  cahlt 
decided  to  eave  the  airplane,  and  he  landed  it. 

"Aboard  everything  In  order,"  Karelyan  had  Juet  traaesltted. 

Some  alnutee  go  by  and  already  the  whole  airfield  known  — The  MI-6 
has  eet  three  world  racorde. 

But  a  day  later  Hero  of  the  Soviet  Union  Borle  Karpovich  Qalltekly  on 
the  Ml-6  eet  four  aore  records. 

"The  new  blades  of  the  main  rotor  of  the  Hl-6,"  Boris  Karpovich  related 
after  the  flight,  "are  unique  both  as  to  dlaenslone  and  as  to  quality.  They 
completely  changed  the  character  of  the  aacklne.  I  say  this  as  a  pilot  who 

has  tested  out  the  aost  Improved  heavy  airplanes.  Great  thanks  are  due  the 
creators  of  these  blades.  Their  electrical  anti- Icing  system  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  fly  the  Ml-6  squip3>ed  with  an  autopilot  in  any  kind  of  weather. 

The  cascade  of  elevea  world  records  of  thr  MI-6  changes  the  foregone 
conclusion  about  helicopters  as  slow-moving  air  transportation  for  short 
distances.  The  last  flights  of  three  serles-bullt  MI-6  with  the  new  type 
of  blades  showed  that  the  Soviet  rotor-bcme  craft  MI-6  possess  load-lift¬ 
ing  caijaclty  nevt  •  aefore  seen  In  the  world,  with  cruising  speed  and  distant 
flight  carrying  a  big  load  aboard.  There  are  opened  up  for  then  new  and  in¬ 
teresting  prospects  as  to  their  application. 
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